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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK 
YELLOWSTONE PARK, WYOMING 


April 6, 1939 
Memorandum for the Director: 


Following is the report of activities for Yellowstone National 
Park during the month of March, 1939: 


000 - General 


010 = Considerable effort was put forth during the month to ob- 
tain local support for the bill to amend the Act of May 18, 1928 
(45 State 603, Che €26) authorizing an appropriation for the purpose 
of making additions te the Absaroka and Gallatin National Forests 
and extend and improve winter feeding facilities of the Park's wild- 
lifee Meetings were held with Forest Service officials, Park County 
commissioners, ranchers in the area involved, and members of the 
Gardiner Commercial Clube While there is still some apparent oppo- 
sition to the proposed legislation it is felt that the meetings by the 
interested parties have accomplished a better feeling end there has 
developed a better understanding of the benefits to be derived from 
such legislation. 


Much time was spent during the month in preparation for the 
first Easter Sunrise Service in Yellowstone Park to be held on the 
Memmoth Terraces at 6:1); aeme April 9, Arrangements were made for the 
use of a Hammond organ and an accomplished organist, J. Miller Smith 
of Helena, Montana, has been engaged to accompany the chorus and play 
several organ solose This has created much enthusiasm in the event 
and the chorus, made up of about 100 voices from the communities of 
Mammoth end Gardiner, has been practicing industriously under the 
direction of Mrse Glenn Muchowe Much publicity has been given this 
occasion and a large number of visitors are oxpected in the park on 
that daye 


Snow removal operations in the park got under way toward the end 
of the month and surprisingly rapid progress was medee On “arch 22 
and 24 the plow opened the road from Tower Junction to the S-mile 
post on the Dunraven Pass road in order that the snow-covered slopes 
of Mte Washburn would be available to ski enthusiastse The snow crew, 
consisting of pgrsonnel sufficient for two shifts for each Smogo, 
started out on arch 27 and by the end of the month the road was open 
to Old Faithful and to Mud Geyser between Canyon and Lake, although 
only official travel wos permitted between Norris Junction and Canyon 
and between Madison Junction and Old Faithfule This amazing progress 
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H 
is due to the lack of the usual amout of snow in the area and also 
to thé excellent condition of the snow for plowing purposese 


020 = General Weather Conditions 


The unusually mild weather during the month was responsible for 
the) early opening of the park roadse The snow plows started out a 
weg earlier than has been possible during the past several yearse 


SNOW DEPFHS AT CLOSE OF MARCH 


: The following tabulation shows the snow depths at the close of 
Merch for verious locations in the park over a comparative nine-year 
periods 

1931 1932 1933 193) 


RCS Oe TY CS 86 


Buffalo Ranch 10 2h 20 0 68 2 i9 2 6 
Bechler River ly 85 7i 15 61 Spel 68 Qleip 49 
Cooke 2h 36 36 30 By Me) 2 32 25 
Gallatin 23 ip 3 18 3% 3 : ~ We 
Lake 19 38 28 16 36 53 5 é2 27 
Lewis River Divide 53 132 106 - - “ 92 104 89 
Mammo th Drifts 12 “ = 6e8 10c9 1260 220 brifts 
Old Faithful 12 56 h6é 20 52 7205 = = 51 21 
Snake River ho 78 59 26 Sl 80 5h 69 hié 


6 18 20 - le 28 17 +21 = 10 
Wy 7 lp 7 db 52 39 51 23 


100 = Administrative 


Tower Falls 
West Yellowstone 


110 - Superintendent's Special Activities 
lL assi 


Superintendent Rogers was in Washington on a speci 
t upe2 


Sp 
during the entire month and during his absence Assistan 
Emnert was actinge 


gnment 
intendent 


Acting Superintendent Emmert with Chief Renger LaNoue met with 
Forest Service officials on March 6 to discuss the proposed land acqui- 
sition program between the park line snd Yankee Jim Cenyone A conrerence 
on the same subject wes held in Livingston on March 10 with Forest 
Service officials end on March 21 at Gardiner with ranchers, members 
of the Gardiner Commercial Club, county commissioners, and Forest Service 
represeniativese 


120 «= Perk Inspections 


Dre Adolph Murie, Wildlife Technician, Region Two, remained in 
the park on coyote study project until March 7e On “erch 2, Jre Wild- 
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life Technician Fred Me Packard, also of Region Two, arrived in the 
park to assist Dr. Murie and remained until ‘larch 156 


Fe T. Priester, Inspector, Denver, arrived in the park via the 
north gate on March 8 end left on March 10- During his stay in the 
park he made routine inspection of the CCC activitiese 


Regional Engineer Wme Robertson and Architect Wildred Hill, 
Region Two, Omaha, arrived in the park on March 24% to review plans and 
PWA projectse They left March 2h. 


150 - Plans, Maps and Surveys 


Surveys were continued on the campground, sumner employees! camp- 
ground, and service roads in the Memmoth area and mapping this areas 
Plans end maps of the above surveys were drawn, and the Canyon Cascade 
Creek dam designede Road maintenance costs were figured and data 
gathered for maintenance reportse 


160 = General Publicity 


Considerable publicity regarding the elk situation, winter sports 
activities, and the Easter Sunrise Service was released during the 
monthe 


200 ~- Maintenance, New Construction am Improvements 
210 = Maintenance 


The snow crew started towards Norris on March 27, splitting there 
with the road opened now to Old Faithful and Mud Geysere With ex- 
cessive thaws, a maintenance crew worked on the Tower Junction-Northeast 
Entrance road, opening culverts and moving snow for dreinagese 


230 - Special Improvement Activities 


For the first 21 days of Merch the Comvany strengths of both 
camps YNP=-1 and 7 were approximately 200 and all jobs showed very good 
progresse On arch 21 seventy-one enrollees from camp YNP-l and 57 
enrollees from camp YNP=7 were discharged snd returned to their homes 
and no replacements have been received to date. Due to the low Company 
strength during the latter part of the month the progress on most all 
jobs was retardede 


The seventh cottage near the power house was completed and occu 
pied on March 16. 


The Mammoth campground has been the main job for the past month 
and now that the snow has melted off of this area a decided change can 
be seene 
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The gravel crushing plant at the Gardiner pit has been in 
operation all month and a considerable esmount of gravel has been stock-~ 
piled for later use in the Mammoth campgrounds 


All of the tables and a good portion of fireplaces heve been 
built and are now being placed in the Mamnoth campgrounds 


Considerable wrk has been done in preparation for the Haster 
Sunrise Service to be held on the Mammoth Terraces. Snow has been ree 
moved from the trails, tent erected and platforms have been builte 


Some work has been done on both boats Nose 2 and 3--these boats 
being rebuilt and refinishede 


EeReAe - The ERA completed cottaze Noe 8 and started excavation 
for cottage Noe 10 in the Mammoth employees! cottage aroae 


300 = Activities of Other Agencies in the Park 
320 = Cooperating Governmental Agencies 


On March 18 Project Engineer Courter and a crew of four assist- 
ants, the first representatives of the Bureau of Public Roads to 
arrive in the park this spring, came in via the north entrance and 
have started work on the Gardiner River Bridge projects The con- 
tractor for the Gardiner River Bridge arrived on 4arch 27, starting 
imnediatdy on grading approaches to the various foundation points of 
this bridgee 


00 = Interpretation 

10 = Lecture and Guide Service 

A number of lectures were given during the month by the Park 
Naturalist and Assistant Park Naturalist to Kiwanis Clubs, Rotary Clubs 
and schools in the State of Montanae The subject of the lectures 
was "Wild Life in Yellowstone". Several reels of kodachrome movies 
were used to illustrate the talkse A couple of radio broadcasts were 
also given by our Park Naturalist at Helena and Butte, Montana, on 
the subject "The Opening of Spring in Yellowstone." 

20 = Museum Activities 


Work was continued by the Yellowstone Library and Museum Associa- 
tion of indexing the Museum Librarys 


1,30 - Research and Observation 
32 - Zoology 


Field observations of enimals on the winter range were continued 
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current season observations begun on trumpeter swanse 


Birds = A pair of trumpeter swans were observed on Lower Slough 
Creek on March 8 and stayed in this vicinity of the park for the rest 
of the monthe These birds arrived practically on the day that there 
was enough open water for theme ‘Swans are not usually observed in 
March in the Slough Creek area, one of their favorite nesting districts. 


Eopins and bluebirds arrived about the middle of the monthe 


Animals =- All game animals remained widely scattered throughout 
the month as the snow condition was dry and powder-like with practi- 
cally no spring crusts Warm and clear weather from “arch 18 to 26 
caused rapid melting of snow and ample forage wes made availablee The 
elk migrated to the higher parts of the winter game range in large 
numbers and no heavy losses have occurred to dates 


A census of antelope, bighorns and deer was taken March 22 to 2); 
with the following results: 


Antelope BigHorn Deer 


Northern Range - Yellowstone Park 653 219 6L:9 
Northern Range - Absaroka Forest 88 9 267 
Outlying Areas 19 

Totals= 7 228 9%) 


Bear = The first black bear_to come out of hibernation was ob-= 
served on the Mammoth formation “earch 26s Rangers patrolling in the 
Fawn Pass amd Quadrant Mountain areas reported seeing many srizzly 
tracks in the high country at the end of the monthe 


Bighorn - A mature ram died in the Gardiner canyon between Mammoth 
end the north entrance on March 26 and the lungs, apparently heavily 
infested with lung worms, were sent to the Montana Veterinary Research 
Laboratory at Bozeman, Montane, for exeminations 


Buffalo = The buffalo on the feed ground left March 18 and have 
been ranging in the Hellroaring, Horseshoe and Specimen Ridge arease 
Two buffalo died of old age near the Buffalo Ranch and no calves had 
been born by the end of the monthe 


Elk = As the elk were scattered over wide areas with many animels 
foraging on thickly timbered slopes it was decided that a comt would 
be unsuccessfule The Forest Service and Montana State Game Department 
concurrede 


433 = Geology 


a 


Considerable time was devoted to making plans for the field ex- 
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exhibit to be placed at Artist Point. +t is planned to illustrate 
and tell the history of the Grand Canyon in this exhibit with a series 
of drawings and with a brief text on one side of the exhibit. The 
other side will be devoted to a display of the different rocks and 
formations of the areas 


* Preliminary studies were also made for an Alpine exhibit to be 
placed in the new lookout on Mte Washburne 


Two noteworthy changes have been observed during the past monthe 
At Opal Spring which went completely dry during the middle of the 
month and toward the end of the month, an entire new vent broke out 
50 feet south of the old vente The old formation is now white and 
dry while the new run-off is beginning to color the ancient formation 
to the southe On top of Main Terrace, the new spring which became 
active last May went completely dry during the month and two new 
springs appeared on older parts of the formation to the southe The 
largest of these springs is flowing froma large crack in the old 
formation filling a large deep basin of approximately 1500 square feet 
in area and submerging the new black top trail under water two feet 
deep for a distance of 120 feete More than 500 feet of the new black 
top trail on Main Terrace are now covered with hot watere 


500 - Use of Park Facilities by the Public 
510 = Increase or Decrease in Travel 


Open road to Cooke, Momeana, ani favorable westher conditions the 
latter part of the month encouraged many skiers and others to visit 
the park which continues the trend toward increased travele 


600 = Protection 
610 - Ranger Service 


During the month the rangers engaged in regular patrols on skis 
and snowshoes for game observations and counts, taking snow course data 
and protection against poacherse Other work consisteg/f preparation 
of a new ranger manual, form manual, wildlife index file data and 
maps, as well as extensive contact work in connection with the land 
acquisition programe Regular highway patrols and supervision of the 
ski fields were provided for each week-ende 


630 = Wildlife Protection and Fish Cultural Activities 


An ERA stream survey project was started during the monthe Fish 
Ecologist Joe Linduska reported March 15 and compiled stream lengths 
and lake acreages from maps for the rest of the monthe As streams and 
lakes were iced no field work could be done. 


The proposed 1939 fish planting plan was prepared and submitted 
to Supervisor of Fish Resources Madsens 
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650 =- Building Fire Protection 


All fire extinguishers located in government buildings at Mammoth 
were inspected and defective extinguishers were replaced with service- 
able equipment during this monthe 
or P ‘ 4 , 

One building fire occurred on Morch 18, starting in quarters 
occupied by an enployse and resulting in approximately $171e79 damages 
The fire was caused from a faulty extension cord which was attached 
to an electric heatere 


660 - Insects and Tree Diseases 


Plans were made for the inaugeration of insect control work in 
Douglas Fir and Limber Pine, inthe vicinity of Mammoth and the Game 
Ranche Spotting and treating crews will begin work in these areas as 
soon as weather conditions permite 


680 = Accidents 


On “arch 15, 1939, Mrse Welch, wife of CCC Foreman Willis Welch, 
skidded off the highway about three miles north of Mammoth after apply- 
img the brekes too quickly on the icy road in trying. to avoid striking 
a Bighorn sheep which was crossing the roade The cer was badly damaged 
in sliding into the Gardiner River, but no personal injuries resultede 


On March 26, He Pe Bean, of Gardiner, Montana, driving the Cooke, 
Montana, mail and stage, struck icy ruts causin: his car to leave the 
highway between Tower Falls and Nammothe Slight damage to car and no 
injuries. 


on “arch 25, the Ford Coupe of Virginia Goettlich, Clerk, was 
struck by an unknown car after Miss Goettlich left her car parked be- 
hind the Memmoth apartment houses 


900 = Miscellaneous 


on March 9 a meeting was held in Mammoth of the various ministers 
interested in the church services in the park during the summer season 
end schedules were worked out for church services at the various points 
of interest during the 1939 seasone 


On “arch 12 the Yellowstone-Gardiner Winter Sports Association was 
organized following a sourdough feed at the Canteen. The following 
officers were elected: Lewis Maxson, President; Al Blliott, Vice= 
President; Fred Bertagnolli, Sece-Trease 


Winter sports activities were popular during the entire month and 
every Sunday found large groups enjoying skiing at either Upper Dlack= 
tail or, during the latter part of the month, on the slopes of lite 
Washburne 
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Teleprinter equipment has been installed in the office and on 
March 2); was put into use so that we now receive and send messages 
direct to Helena on this machine rather then by telephone to the 
Gardiner Railway statione 


A community surprise party was held in the Canteen on March 22 
honoring Mr. and Mrse Keith Neilson who had just returned to the 
park. 


Je We Emmert, 
Acting Superintendents 
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: : his “: This Last Increase ‘or 
: This : Travel : Ionth : Travel : Travel Yoar 
: Year : Last : Year : 

: To Date: Year _: To Date :Number Percovt 


VATE TRANSPORTAT ION: 


jars first entry, ee «© © «© @ 191. 2621, 118 1517 1207 85,2 
bcs POONULY.. bs sc-6. 6 aoe 2s Aue U5, 68 ee L38 1309 
ytorcycles,... a ae 
Total motor vehicles, ... 32 LO58 216 ell 1615 S801 
*rsons entering via motor 
PHICIES, 6.4 « es we 8 912 11731 615 7080 L651 &5e7 
xrsons entering via other _ 
tivate transportation, ... 18 ~1S =100.0 
Total persons entering via. 
private transportation, . . gle 11731 615 7098 L633 6563 
| SSS 
(HER TRANSPORTATION: . 
'rsons entering via stages,- 3 L7 -17 #100,.0 


2rsons entering via trains,. 


(orsons entering otherwise, . 


Total other transportation, 3) 17 “17 100.0 
; sr 
‘UND TOTAL ALL visitors, .. =. 22 11731 6831S 1616 Led 
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